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TEAM Global's 55th Easter Study Tour to Europe 
Thursday 2nd of April to Friday 6th of April 2018 

This TEAM Global Newsletter is devoted to the 2018 Study Tour to Europe.  Yet again, the inimitable and 

indefatigable Anthony Frost, vice-chair of TEAM, organised a cracker of a study tour to the institutions of 

the EU as well as NATO, SHAPE, the American Chamber of Commerce, Gibraltar House, East of England 

Partnership Office, and the Council of Europe. 

The tour, with its high level briefings, was enjoyable, interesting, informative and mind-expanding: in a 

word, superb!  It should be said that Anthony's planning and networking is meticulous and includes a 

reconnoitre a week before. 

The week began with a dinner for all the participants at the Le Cercle des Voyageurs, which was an 

excellent ice-breaker and where the participants got to know each other over an excellent meal and a 

drink or two.  The week also ended with a convivial meal at the Officers' Club at SHAPE located in Mons, 

some distance from Brussels. 

The highlights for me were many but to mention a few: Le Cercle des Voyageurs (which incidentally my 

brother Patrick and I discovered many Study Tours ago); Chelsey Stack (Chelsey is Deputy Head of Cyber 

Defence at NATO) on "Defending the Networks: NATO and Cyber Defence"; Gibraltar House; and Nicholas 

Whyte, Senior Director Global Solutions, on " The EU in the world after BREXIT".  Nicholas is an 'insider' 

and was most informative on the 'behind the scenes' gossip and tittle tattle. 

Hermione Gough, Director UK-EU Partnership at the UK Permanent Representation to the European 

Union in an excellent address urged us all to read the following 3 documents: 

1. Teresa May's letter triggering Article 50; 

2. Teresa May's Florence Speech; and 

3. Teresa May's speech at The Mansion House. 

Anthony, on his return to the UK, sent over 50 'thank you-s' to the many in Europe who had facilitated and 

hosted the TEAM Global 2018 Tour to Europe. 

May I too add my thanks to Anthony but also to those who have generously contributed articles to this 

'Study Tour' edition of the TEAM Global Newsletter. 

The next TEAM Global study tour will be from Monday the 22nd of April to Friday the 26th of April 2019. 

.......... 
Kevin McSharry, Editor 
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TEAMGlobal Study Tour to Brussels – Easter 2018 

  
Photo: Chris Poray.  University of East Anglia, International Relations and Modern History 

 

Being part of the TEAMGlobal Study Tour was one of the best experiences I have had since  coming to 

university. Everything about the tour was laid out perfectly, from the hospitality of  the various 

prestigious establishments we visited to the charismatic leadership of Antony Frost. 

 I found all aspects of the tour to be incredibly enjoyable, interesting and memorable, I was quite 

astounded as to how much we managed to fit into each day. 

The quality of speakers we had the privilege to listen to and ask questions was something that I had 

never experienced before, talking to those who were making real change in international politics was an 

honour. The speakers were often inspiring, and it helped me realise that I want to  go into similar fields 

when I graduate. A particular highlight for me was the presentation given by Chelsey Slack (The Deputy 

Head of Cyber Defence at NATO), she was able to connect with the group and covered topics that were 

of particular interest to me.  

Visiting institutions such as the European Parliament and Commission stood out to me, the Opportunity 

to come to these institutions in which so much power is held was a surreal experience, something that I 

will never forget. It was also interesting to go to smaller institutions  in comparison such as the House of 

Gibraltar, this was something that I was not too well read  up on beforehand, but it was interesting to 

learn about Gibraltar’s aims in Europe, post-Brexit.   

All the topics covered broadened my views and challenged my opinions throughout the tour, it helped 

mold my potential dissertation topics that I will write next year. Now I have a wealth of experience 

when compared to my peers on my course who did not take up this opportunity 
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Photo: Dominique Bryon welcomes the group to the Council of the European Union in the Justus 

Lipsius Building 

Whilst the days were packed full of interesting activities and speakers we still had sufficient time to relax 

in the evening in which I got to know fellow students from across the country at different universities. 

This opportunity to make networks with current university students who are looking to go into similar 

fields as me is invaluable, to gain these contacts at such an early  stage is priceless. The dinner on the 

first night was integral to getting to know my peers and I thoroughly enjoyed it, as well as getting to 

know the other TEAMGlobal members who also came on the tour.  

 

The networking event set up with University of East Anglia alumni was also incredibly useful to get an 

idea of how to get into working in Brussels, or even more general tips on working abroad or in politics. I 

particularly found the networking evening enjoyable and  good practice for engaging with professionals 

in the future. The evening gathering on the last  night was also an enjoyable end to the trip and I can 

safely say that I have made good friends with many people that I otherwise would not get the 

opportunity to meet 

 

I could not recommend the Brussels Study Tour enough. It is the best thing I have done at  university 

and will now be attending the TEAMGlobal Members’ Day in late June. It is  something that I will push all 
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my course mates to do next year as I feel it accommodates my  degree in International Relations 

perfectly and I would now consider it as integral to my knowledge and development in my degree. 

.......... 
Chris Poray 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photo: Group at SHAPE ( Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe, Mons) 

 

 

Easter Study Tour 2019 
Monday 22nd to Friday 26th April 2019 
Contact Antony Frost for details 
email : a_j_frost@yahoo.com 
Tel. : 01189 262858 
Mob. : 07977 415201  

 

mailto:a_j_frost@yahoo.com
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Visit to the  Offices of the European External Action Services, 5 
April. 
Team Global: Study Tour to Brussels 2018 

 
My whole purpose of going on the Team Global study tour to Brussels had been to correct the many 

deficiencies in my knowledge of the institutions of the EU.  Until April 5th, like the great majority of the 

population of the UK, I had never heard of the European External Action Service – the EEAS – and had 

never really given much thought to the fact that the EU would have its own diplomatic service, and that 

it would have a department that would represent the community of 27 (28 before Brexit) as a whole in 

its relations with nearly all the countries of the globe.  It was therefore valuable, enlightening and 

informative for the group to hear presentations at the EEAS building from experts with specialist 

knowledge on EU relations with the Balkan region, and EU relations with Russia. 

 
Mr Petteri Vuorimaki  is a native and citizen of Finland, a country in the EU that in the past has had a 

fraught and chequered relationship with its giant and troublesome neighbour Russia.   He made the 

point that first and foremost, the EU is a community inspired by the democratic ideal, its organisation, 

structure and functioning established by law, and whose policies and relationships with other nations 

and international groupings are the product of reason and logic.  It was therefore a complete surprise to 

him and all in the EEAS when Russia became involved in the sundering of Ukraine.  No previous 

intelligence reports had given a hint of the sudden and seemingly irrational movement of Russian 

military forces into the eastern half of the country.  The EU, an institution of reason and law, was 

confronted by a power motivated by more irrational forces.  Ever since, Mr Vuorimaki and his colleagues 

have struggled to understand and adapt to the unpredictable thrusts of Russian involvement in the 

affairs of Europe.   

 
Russia, he points out, is a vast giant country, the largest in the world, with military competence perhaps 

second only to that of the USA, and with something like 40% of the world’s nuclear weapons.  

Seemingly, it is a superpower.  Yet this sprawling military giant is an economic dwarf.  Unbelievably, this 

country of 130 million people in a land across which it takes 10 days to travel from one end to the other, 

has a GDP lower than the combined GDPs of Belgium and the Netherlands.  Its agricultural productivity 

has never recovered from the disastrous vandalism of Stalin’s collectivisation in the 1920s.  The 

domestic economy is over dependent on heavy industry, most of which operates from decrepit and 

aged factories. There is no pharmaceutical industry, no electronics industry, no computing and AI 

industry.  Most consumer goods must be imported. The national infrastructure is crumbling. The greater 

part of its earnings of foreign currency come from exports of primary products, mainly oil and gas.  The 

birth rate is below the replacement rate, population is declining, the aged form an ever higher 

proportion of the people, rates of alcoholism are astronomical, and life expectancy is 10 to 15 years 

lower than western counties. 

 
In Mr Vuorimaki ‘s opinion, what we should understand is that Russia has found in Mr Putin a leader 
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who can restore to the country a sense of pride.  This is a country that, perhaps since the time of Peter 

the Great, has felt an awareness of the dangerous power of its European, and latterly American, rivals.    

Since the mid nineteenth century, Russia has been humiliated or devastated in every war it has fought .    

In Russia’s opinion, the West has never really credited its decisive and gigantic contribution to the 

defeat of Nazism in the titanic struggle of the “Great Patriotic War”.  With the fall of communism, the 

economy declined, there was no effective national leadership, and indeed under Mr Yeltsin the country 

became a target of mockery from around the globe, control was lost over the satellite nations of East 

Europe, and Soviet Republics such as Ukraine and Latvia won their independence, leaving Russia with a 

population half that of the former Soviet Union.  The country was humiliated. 

 
Mr Putin has restored to Russia its pride.  This is what we should understand, Mr Vuorimaki emphasises.  

He has won back the Crimea.  He has pushed back the frontier of European influence in the Ukraine.  

The Russians believe their military power has won glory and honour in the Middle East by defeating the 

scourge of Jihadi terrorism.  Russia, he says, demands respect – and seemingly is getting that respect 

from the current resident in the White House.   The EU can and must continue with its commitment to 

democratic ideals, peace, and the rule of law and reason; but it would be wise to recognise and 

understand that a different rationale operates in Russia, producing the seemingly irrational and 

unpredictable behaviours that so surprised the EEAS.   

.......... 
Michael Ghirelli 

 

The 2018 Visit to Brussels 
 (This article includes views of its author. TEAM Global, as an organisation, empowers its members to 
form their own views which may differ from those of the author of this account) 

 
Photo: Group Photo , European Commission 

 



Page 8 of 14 
 

You might think that the annual study tour to Brussels might have become redundant following the 

decision in the UK referendum by a margin of 52% to 48% that Britain withdrawn from the EU. This has 

not proved to be the case. The tour continues to be oversubscribed by undergraduates studying PPE, 

Politics and History and International Studies. The formation of the EU is an extraordinary achievement 

linking 28 nations of Europe in the determination that never again should Europe be the scene of a 

world war. It has brought nations that have a history of wars against each other into an association 

which irons out disputes and sets commons standards for all. The UK joined it at a time when our 

country was the “sick man of Europe”, it has benefited immeasurably from membership of what has 

become the largest free trade area in the world, and is now leaving it which will ensure that the UK once 

again becomes the “sick man of Europe”  

 
The ignorance about the EU in the UK is quite astonishing. Pupils in schools are taught nothing about it. 

The media are dominated by Eurosceptic outlets which only print stories of the “straight banana” 

variety while at the same time regaling readers with stories relating to the Second World War which 

turn disasters like Dunkirk into victories. It is said Generals are always ready to win the previous war 

rather than being ready to confront new threats and espouse new technology. This has proved to the 

role of the Eurosceptic popular press which ran anti-EU campaigns for years leading to a Leave victory 

where the majority was achieved by older voters and others who had not benefited from either higher 

education or the prosperity which membership of the EU brought. Younger voters overwhelmingly 

voted for Remain and it is this section of our population which is losing most from the result. 

Becoming part of a study tour to Brussels fills this ignorance gap. The group, of course, visits all of the 

institutions of the EU but at each is addressed by a senior civil servant who is able to explain not just 

how each part of the whole works but how the dynamic relationship between the parts keeps the whole 

a responsive and thoroughly democratic process. The UK has played a very significant role on the 

development of the EU pushing for expansion to ensure that countries formerly part of the Soviet 

Empire have been able to join once they had met standard of good governance and the rule of law. The 

single market was championed by Margaret Thatcher when she was PM and its full development into 

the Services sector, in which the UK is a major player, was continuing under pressure from the UK. Over 

the last few years the UK’s political role in the EU has diminished with the withdrawal of the UK 

Conservatives from the EPP (European Peoples’ Party) which is the majority party in the European 

Parliament and by the growth in the number of UKIP MEPs who go to Brussels as “wreckers”. 

It was the UK, too, which pioneered the European Foreign Office (The External Action Service) under 

Baroness Ashton its first High Representative and Vice President of the Commission. When the 

members agree on a foreign policy objective they can speak with one voice and are able to place a 

significant role in world affairs. The Group visits the EEAS and hears from one or more section heads. 

This year the focus was on EU – Russia and EU – Turkey relations. 
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Photo: Group meal at SHAPE 

 
Ensuing that members of the EU have good trade links with other countries is an important service 

which the EU provides. This year the group visited the Brussels office of the CBI and of the American 

Chamber to learn how UK trade will be affected by Brexit. The strength of the EU as the largest market 

in the world gives it unrivalled leverage in negotiating trade agreements. During negotiations with the 

USA the US representatives realised that for the first time they were negotiating with an equal partner 

rather than a single country. In the trade negotiations between the EU and Australia and New Zealand 

the EU will have much more to offer those countries than will the UK on its own. The prospect of 

negating a new trade deal with an “America First” President is going to be a challenge for the EU and 

almost impossible for the UK 

One of the most significant moments of the tour is a visit to the UK Permanent Representation to the EU 

(our embassy). This year we were addressed by the Director of UK – EU relations.  She gave a masterly 

introduction to the new phase in UK – EU relations and showed her understanding of the complexity of 

the UK’s position. The UK’ s representatives  to the EU and in the EU have always impressed us by their 

skills and knowledge and we were clear that at civil service level our interests could not be in better 

hands.  

The tour also visited non-EU international institutions. The presentation from NATO was a clear and 

detailed oversight of the concerns of NATO members. At SHAPE (Supreme H Q Allied Powers Europe) 

the multi-service and multi-national exposition of how SHAPE puts NATO decisions into operation was 

very helpful. There is ignorance in the UK about the EU and the same night be said of NATO. Some 

students in the group had Security as a special interest and these visits served them well. We also visited 

the Council of Europe which serves a larger group of countries that the EU and is responsible for the 

European Court of Human Rights. 

It is highly important that there are students studying world affairs and politics, including the EU, for 

they at least can fill the “ignorance gap” from which many in the UK suffer. Participation in this study 

tour gives them the opportunity to assess and discuss the role of international institutions and build up 
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a secure body of knowledge from which to form judgements and recommend courses of action.  

.......... 
Laurence Smy 

 

Photo: European Parliament in session 

 

Career Opportunities 
 
The Easter 2018 TEAMGlobal visit to Brussels was outstanding as a means to enrich student 

understanding of public policy and management at the international level AND importantly to open 

horizons, raise awareness of career opportunities and develop confidence and other employability skills. 

We at UEA worked with TEAMGlobal and 20 of our students took part in this year's study trip out of a 

total of 32 participants. The UEA group included undergraduates and Masters students; studying 

subjects ranging from languages to Politics, Philosophy, European Studies, International Relations, 

International Security and Economics.  

 
What then were the benefits? 
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Firstly, I know from experience that teaching in the classroom doesn't show the whole picture. Actually 

seeing the places we discuss such as European Union, NATO and other international institutions, and the 

many non-governmental bodies in Brussels and elsewhere, enriches the student experience and opens 

horizons. Whilst students know the 'known knowns’ they will obviously be unaware of the ‘known 

unknowns' and the ‘unknown unknowns'! Study visits introduce new experiences and understanding. 

Hearing at first hand the bureaucratic process for decision making in the Council of the EU  for example 

may either  excite interest or equally stimulate a search for a career elsewhere!  And it’s also a great 

way to understand the difference between each institution. It’s easy to mix up the European Council 

and the unrelated Council of Europe. We went to both. We heard about their different work, and their 

traineeship programmes. 

 
Photo:  Anthony Teasdale  

Director General Research Services , European Parliament.  Anthony is also a patron of TEAM Global 
 
Secondly, visits enable students to ask questions,  meet officials and  discuss public policy issues with 

those directly involved. They also provide the ideal opportunity to talk about careers and work 

experience. Whilst organisations invariably provide  basic information about jobs on their websites 

there is no substitute for first-hand discussion and seeing the location of the institutions, the working 

environment and not least the people who work there. This applies to NATO, the EU, NGOs, indeed 

everywhere. Just asking about the opportunities strengthens the link with the policy making and 

delivery of each organisation, and builds student interest, understanding and confidence. 

 
Thirdly, there is a real benefit from the group experience itself. The participants from other universities, 

from teaching and from substantial experience in diplomacy add value. The interaction which took place 

within the group was particularly pleasing, as students and others got to know each other and discussed 

the issues of the day, and life at the international level. 
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Fourthly, one evening was spent at the East of England European Partnership Brussels Office meeting 

UEA alumni and others, all of whom shared their experience of work and life in Brussels. This was highly 

regarded. Meeting people who went to your university and who talked about what they did afterwards 

was greatly prized.  

Looking broadly then at the overall experience, students were left with a sense of the opportunities 

awaiting their graduation. Many  links were made, ideas shared, and I think everyone felt that the trip 

was a special moment. 

 
Photo: Briefing -  Council of the European Union 

 
I cannot finish however without mentioning TEAMGlobal itself and its outstanding commitment to 

seeking a better and safer world through education and first-hand experience. It wasn't just the high-

level contacts they secured for our visits, or the  efficiency running a very full programme. It was also 

the camaraderie, friendliness and  commitment which left an enduring memory. Thank you, Laurence, 

Kevin, and the indefatigable Antony. 

.......... 
Lawrence Hardy is a Senior Lecturer at the University of East Anglia (UEA) in Norwich teaching Politics, 
European Studies and  International Relations. He is also his School’s Internationalisation Director. 
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Photo: Chelsey Slack , Deputy Head of Cyber Defence , NATO, . Briefing on Cyber Defence 

 

Trump and NATO today – rhetoric, reality and reflection 
During the 2016 US presidential election campaign, Trump lambasted the purpose of NATO regarding it 

as ' obsolete '. He has since backtracked and in February 2017, after all the ' threats ', made a robust 

pronouncement in support of NATO. The threats seem to work though as those member states of NATO 

not contributing a minimum of 2% of their gross domestic product to defence will do so. So far, 

however, only five of the 29 countries that belong to NATO have done so, including the UK. Although 

this novel way of treating one's allies seems to be working, a question mark remains over US leadership 

of the alliance. Setting aside the presidential rhetoric, the work of NATO continues; but uncertainty still 

prevails with regards to whether the US would act in an ' Article 5 ' crisis. Is this uncertainty justified ? 

On the balance of probability, no, because the Trump administration is packed with ' Atlanticists ' and 

Russia ' hawks '. There is also the role of the military with the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 

General Joseph Dunford who has suggested that the long established close military ties between Europe 

and the USA could nullify the political tensions between the two pillars of the transatlantic alliance, if 

not, then the political tensions will increase and - at some point in the future - we could be talking about 

a permanent rupture and game, set and match to Putin. 

.......... 
Dr. Marc-Philippe Cooper (The Open University) 
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