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Editorial 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Normal service has been resumed ! Hoorah !  
Owing to the editor's indisposition, this January edition of the TEAM Newsletter has been much delayed 
. My apologies . It is now off the blocks and ready for distribution. 
 
The 2019 Easter Study Tour is eagerly anticipated . Antony , TEAM's Deputy Chairman , has been 
working very hard putting together   a stimulating and  interesting programme for this year's Study Tour 
Participants and a provisional programme and application form is included in this Newsletter .  
 
Richard Corbett ,a supporter of TEAM on its visits to Brussels , and  Labour MEP for Yorkshire and the 
Humber,  and Leader of European Parliamentary  labour Party ,  shares his thoughts on Brexit  in "A 
Wishy Washy Wish List " . 
 
Jamie Shea , long standing Patron of TEAM , Professor of Strategy and Security at the University of 
Exeter ; and until recently Deputy Assistant Secretary General at NATO for Emerging Security 
Challenges , shares  the prospects in 2019  for NATO in Security and Defence . Jamie , on our visit to 
NATO's new Headquarters on the afternoon of Tuesday 9th. April  , will be there to welcome , greet and 
brief us on developments in NATO in this the Anniversary Year of its Foundation . 
 
Thomas Sherlock , undergraduate at RHUL , Royal Holloway University of London , part-time Intern 
with TEAM, also contributes his thoughts on the Mission of TEAM ; and the importance to young people 
of  a conversancy in politics  . 
 
BREXIT impends on Friday 29th. March . The debate has been interminable , generating 
much  weariness . Forgotten , it would seem ,   the  raison d'etre  for the  European Union's existence  > 
via the European Coal and Steel Community (1951) , and  the European Economic Community (1956) < 
which is PEACE . A Peace Project that  arose out of the carnage of World War 11 and the ashes of 
Auschwitz-Birkenau .  
 
Harold Wilson (1916 - 1995 ) famously declared  that "A week is a long time in politics "(c 1964) 
.There  is over two weeks to go to Friday 29 March 2019 ; and so much can still happen ….. TEAM's 
2019 visit to Brussels promises to be a tad more than interesting ! 
 
We would do well to remember the old Irish proverb " Ar scath a cheili a mhaireann na daoine", it is in 
each other's shadow that we flourish, which Adrian O'Neill , Irish Ambassador to the U.K. , began his 
address to members of TEAM , at the Irish Embassy ,on the occasion of Members' Day , 27 June 2018 . 

                                                                                                                            Kevin McSharry 
                                                                                                         Editor 
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The Political Declaration: A Wishy Washy Wish List 

Richard Corbett Labour MEP 

 

Richard Corbett is a Labour MEP for Yorkshire and the Humber . 
He is the Leader of the European Labour Party . 

 
This article first appeared on his website : richardcorbett.org.uk 

Richard has always supported TEAM on its visits to Brussells 

After nearly two years of wrangling, more between the rival factions within her own party than with the 
EU, over the manner of the UK’s mooted departure, Theresa May agreed last week to an unpopular 
Withdrawal Agreement. Then, like a disorganised undergraduate who realises the night before that a 
paper is due, she hurriedly threw together the so-called political declaration on the (far more important) 
future relationship between the UK and the EU. 

 The fact that consideration of the crucial future relationship was left so late in the two year Article 50 
process is, in and of itself, a dereliction of duty from this divided and divisive government. And the result 
is a 26-page “to-do” list, settling very little. 

 It is the “Blindfold Brexit” that I and others have warned about. 

 Only a couple of times in its 26 pages does the text say “The parties agree to...” or “The UK and the 
Union will…”. Instead, it is full of phrases such as “The parties will look at...” or “The parties will 
explore options…” or “The parties note the UK’s intention to explore options...” or “The parties agree to 
consider…”. 

This means that most crucial issues would only be settled after Brexit, when the UK negotiating position 
is weaker, no longer a Member State, unable to change its mind, and in the context of an agreement that 
will need ratification by every single national parliament of the 27, making it vulnerable to both the 
collective demands of the EU, and those of single member states. 

It means Parliament is invited to buy a “pig in a poke”, to give the go-ahead to Brexit without knowing 
what it entails for key issues such as the final customs and single market arrangements, cross-border law 
enforcement mechanisms, participation in European research programmes, access to funding from the 
European Investment Bank, regulations for cross-border transport, data sharing, student exchanges, 
defence and security cooperation and much else. 

Where the text is, occasionally, more precise, it does not augur well. 

It refers to the need for border “checks and controls”, given the UK government’s intention to leave the 
single market and the customs union - goodbye to the “frictionless trade” that various Ministers had 
promised. UK access to the EU market will depend on “level playing field” provisions covering “state 
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aid, competition, social and employment standards, environmental standards, climate change and relevant 
tax matters”, on all of which the UK will in practice have to follow EU rules, while no longer having a 
say on them. 

UK participation in the European Medicines Agency, the European Chemicals Agency and the European 
Air Safety Agency, allowing only for “the possibility of cooperation”. (This in contrast to the EU’s Civil 
Protection Mechanism, where the UK can be a “Participating State”). 

It makes our insurance and banking sectors’ access to the European market dependent on the European 
Commission accepting that UK rules are “equivalent” to the EU’s rules. The same applies for data. 

Participation in any EU programmes we want to will be “subject to the conditions set out in the 
corresponding Union [legal] instruments”. 

When it comes to Europol and Eurojust, the text refers to “cooperation” rather than “participation” and 
the European Arrest Warrant will be replaced by “streamlined procedures” yet to be negotiated. 

Britain will drop out of the Galileo Satellite system, in which we benefit from sharing the huge costs 
among 28 countries. Instead, the text says merely that we “should consider appropriate arrangements for 
cooperation on space”. Years of UK investment in Galileo thrown away, leaving us facing the costly 
option of setting up a separate system, as the government announced with apparent relish. 

And, to the intense fury of Brexiters, the dispute resolution mechanism between the UK and the EU will 
see an “independent arbitration panel” whose decisions will “be binding” and which defer to the Court of 
Justice of the EU, the “sole arbiter of Union 

law”, whenever it is a matter of interpreting the EU’s rules - but where there will no longer be a British 
judge. 

This defective deal, this botched Brexit, stands little chance of being voted through the House of 
Commons. Last Thursday, it was met with a loud chorus of disapproval, as much from May’s own party 
as from the opposition parties, when she tried to defend it. 

But if the Commons rejects it, what then? It cannot mean a no-deal Brexit: an overwhelming majority in 
the House opposes such a cliff-edge fall into legal limbo where all existing rules, arrangements and 
programmes suddenly end without being prolonged or replaced, creating chaos. 

So, if we don’t want to leave without a deal, but we have rejected the defective deal on the table, what do 
we do? 

There are only two other possibilities: negotiate a different deal, or stop Brexit. 

The former would require quick agreement on a different model of Brexit, capable of commanding a 
large majority in the Commons in order to persuade a reluctant EU to reopen talks. The EU might agree 
to do so if there were absolute clarity and commitment from the UK to a viable alternative. It won’t if it 
is just another attempt by Theresa May to assuage assorted backbenchers. 

The second option, stopping Brexit, would require the government to withdraw the UK’s notification of 
its intention to leave the EU, that it delivered under Article 50 of the treaty. In practice, such a decision 
would, politically, no doubt need another referendum. That in turn would perhaps need a short extension 
of the 29 March deadline, which the EU would certainly agree to if it were simply to allow the UK to 
complete its democratic procedures. 

Given that Brexit is turning out to be very different from what was promised, it is not surprising that 
more and more people are turning to that option. A democracy has the right to change its mind. 
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Many of us look forward to the year ahead because it will 
feature a major event or a family reunion. But 2019 can also 
bring major new political developments, opportunities, and 
expectations for European security and defence due to three 
threshold moments.  
 
The first will come in early April when NATO Foreign 
Ministers gather in Washington to mark the 70th anniversary 
of the 1949 signing of the North Atlantic Treaty establishing 

NATO.  NATO 
has become not 
only the most 

successful political-military alliance in history but also the longest, easily outstripping the Athenian 
League against Sparta in ancient times. While some commentators have lamented the fact that such a 
significant anniversary requires a summit rather than a meeting of foreign ministers, after two difficult 
and contentious summits with President Trump at the new NATO Headquarters in Brussels, it will not 
hurt NATO to have a calmer and more unified commemoration. Significantly, at the request of the US 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, this meeting will take place in the United States where recent 
resolutions and votes in both houses of Congress have shown overwhelming US support for NATO and a 
belief in its enduring relevance.   
 
NATO meetings would feature lively debates over transatlantic burden sharing even if Donald Trump 
were not US President.  After Brexit, less than 20 percent of the NATO defence budget will come from 
the 22 allies that are also members of the EU.  Encouragingly, allies other than the US have increased 
their budgets by 41 billion dollars since 2016 and this figure should reach 266 billion dollars by 2024 and 
NATO’s equipment modernisation, capability and readiness shortfalls are being addressed for the first 
time in decades.  Allies are exercising more regularly and strengthening collective defence and 
deterrence to counter Russia on the Alliance’s Eastern flank as well as implementing the 4 30s initiative 
to improve NATO’s reinforcements by having 30 air wings, and additional ships and battalions available 
in 30 days’ notice.  In light of these events, one can be reasonably optimistic for improving transatlantic 
solidarity and unity.  
 
The second major challenge for the alliance in 2019 will come in May with EU wide elections for the 
European Parliament.  A major gain by populists could block further moves toward European security 
and defence integration making it more difficult to address challenges from Russia.  Last year saw real 
progress in European defence cooperation spurred by worries about US disengagement and Putin’s 
assertiveness.  Even if proposals for a European army are hopelessly premature and even 
counter/productive, the EU member states still need to reduce waste and duplication, to pool their forces, 
and to shoulder together more of the burden for defending Europe against threats from the east and the 
south, whether these come in the form of conventional armies or cyber and terrorist attacks. At the very 
time when the EU states have finally decided to jointly develop the capabilities they need and to spend 
more together on R & D and innovation, major gains by populist and nationalist groups in European 
elections would be a severe setback  
  
The final key moment of 2019 will come after the summer holidays when, in all probability, the UK will 
have left the EU with some form of Withdrawal Agreement.  Hopefully the passions and divisions that 
have dominated the Brexit debate since the referendum in 2016 will have begun to cool and the UK will 
be turning its attention to its longer term relationship to the EU.  Getting the security and defence 
arrangements right will be just as important for both sides as agreeing their future trading 
relationship.  The UK represents 25 percent of current EU defence spending and around 20 percent of its 
overall capabilities. It is a nuclear power with a global security expeditionary reach. Yet if we look at 
threats such as terrorism or cyber-attacks or the challenge of uncontrolled migration or a more assertive 
Russia, the UK’s security is inextricably bound up with events in Europe. The UK will want to be 
involved in EU plans for capabilities, space and cyber and security exercises, and training.  Neither side 
can be secure without the other.  Finding the right formula for the UK to be closely linked to the EU’s 
efforts, as well as to NATO, contributing and benefiting in equal measure, will take time and effort.  

Jamie Shea, Former NATO official. Professor of 
Strategy and Security, University of Exeter.  
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2019 will a crucial year for transatlantic and European security.  For the sake of the entire continent of 
Europe and its transatlantic allies, let us 
hope for the best. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For the past three months I have been working as a part-time intern for TEAMGlobal. Alongside the 
desire for more work experience, I was interested in joining TEAM because of its mission statement to 
promote understanding and discussion of world affairs for young people. Fundamentally it is my belief 
that the current lack of political education at present is a major problem. 

In the majority of schools, politics does not get taught a great deal. General citizenship lessons 
(referred to as PSHCE in my day but I do not know if the acronym is the same) may touch on what 
Parliament is and the bare bones of how the government works. Aside from that there is practically 
nothing else except an option to do politics at sixth form level, which even then is not universal and also 
relies on pupils already being invested in politics to actually choose to do it. Young people are just not 
taught why political issues that get heavily debated on the news actually matter, and that’s a big mistake. 
If no effort is made to educate about why politics matters, then it is no wonder that a large proportion of 
young people don’t participate. 

The tide could be turning as regards participation. Last year’s election saw the highest turnout in 
quite a while of 64%. Brexit seems to have been something of game changer, with young people perhaps 
seeing benefits they have somewhat taken for granted (having only ever known the UK being within the 
EU) under threat. To their credit, Labour and affiliated movements have capitalised on this and really 
worked to galvanise young voters. This of course suits their political ends, but the wider participation in 
democracy it encourages can only be seen as a good thing. However this participation could well be 
fleeting, and indeed with a general election not due until 2022 it is unlikely any campaigning will be 
aimed at young voters for some considerable years, so this issue is far from resolved.  

This issue has always been a considerable issue of mine. Speaking to classmates at sixth form 
who struggled to take a real interest in the then ongoing EU referendum campaign and even to some 
students in first year who just found political discussions dull has long been a source of frustration to me. 
When applying for internships in the spring, TEAM’s mission statement particularly struck me. TEAM’s 
remit is incredibly important and has the potential to really engage young people in politics. I had the 
privilege of attending TEAM’s conference at Gumley House School in October, and the engagement 
inspired in the students by being exposed to different points of view on the topic of climate change was 
clear to see (especially in regards to the viewpoint many of them disagreed with). The conference was to 
me vindication that all it takes to get young people engaged is exposure to issues and different points of 
views. TEAM may only make a small difference in terms of wider engagement, but every vote counts 
and so even if only a tiny proportion of those conference attendees go on to actually participate it was a 
success.  

Ultimately it is my view that the political education as it stands is not sufficient, and TEAM’s 
work goes a small way to rectifying that. I hope TEAM’s work does inspire some young voters and I am 
certainly very grateful to TEAM for the experience I have gained from my internship so far. 

 
Thomas Sherlock 

The Need For More Political Education 
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www.european-atlantic.org.uk 

Registered Charity No 306950 
Developing Global Citizens  

President: Lord Watson of Richmond, CBE.                                                      Chairman: Laurence Smy 
 

BRUSSELS PROGRAMME FOR 2019. 
 
 
Monday 8th April 2019. 
 
Arrive Brussels. 
 
18h00 - Reception and Welcome Dinner. 
 
Tuesday 9th April 2019. 
 
9h00 - Visit to Council of Europe. 
 
11h00 - Visit to the European Commission. 
 
Afternoon - Visit to the NATO Headquarters. 
 
 
Wednesday 10th April 2019. 
 
9h00 - Visit to the European Parliament. 
 
11h15 - Info Point - Nicholas Whyte, Director Brussels Office, APCO Worldwide. 
How business actually works on the ground in Brussels and the role of lobbying. 
 
14h30 – Visit to the Council of the EU. 
 
16h15 – Visit to the Irish representation to the EU.  
 
18h00 - East of England European Partnership Office. 
 
Thursday 11th April 2019. 
 
10h00 - Visit to US Mission to the EU.  
 
12h00 - Visit to UKREP. 
 
14h00 - Visit to the EEAS. 
 
Rest of afternoon – Free Time 
 
Friday 12th April 2019. 
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8h00 - Visit to SHAPE. 
 

 
THE EUROPEAN ARTLANTIC MOVEMENT 

Registered Charity No 306950 
www.teamglobal.org.uk 

Developing Global Citizens 

Application Form for Study Tour to Brussels 
Monday 8th April – Friday 12th April 2019 

Surname and Title: (Ms, Mrs, Mr or Dr) 
 
 

Forenames (as on passport): 
 
 
 

Home Address: 
 
 
 

Postcode: 
 

Institution/Business: 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Position in Institution/Business (students please include subject of study): 

 
 
 

Email address: Telephone & Mobile Numbers: 
 

Passport Country of Issue: Passport Number: 

Date of Birth: 
 

Date of Expiry: 

Delete what is not applicable. 
I wish to reserve a shared room £495 per person (twin bed room). 

I wish to reserve a single room £645 per person (single room). 
 

Please write the name of the person you would like to share with if known: 
 

……..................................................................................................... 
 

I enclose a deposit of £100 (made payable to TEAM).  The full amount must be received 28 days before the date of 
departure. Alternatively you may pay by bank transfer, please ask Antony Frost for details. 

Please express any special dietary requirements (eg vegetarian) 
 

Signature: Date: 

Terms and conditions: 
The deposit of £100.00 must be paid on application. The balance must be paid 28 days before the study tour. This is an intensive 

program & applicants are expected to attend all sessions. 
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When completed, please send or email your application form together with your cheque to 
Antony J Frost. 42B Eastern Avenue, Reading Berks. RG1 5RY. 

a_j_frost@yahoo.com 
 

Alternatively, you may pay by bank transfer 
Please ask Antony Frost for details 

PLEASE FILL IN THE FORM BELOW, TO LET US KNOW WHY YOU WANT TO TAKE PART. 

 
THE EUROPEAN ATLANTIC MOVEMENT 

Registered Charity No 306950 
www.teamglobal.org.uk 

Developing Global Citizens 
 

ABOUT YOU: 
Surname & title:  Email:  

Forenames:  Mobile:  
Address:  

 
 

A LITTLE BIT ABOUT YOUR BACKGROUND 

 

 

 

WHY DO YOU WANT TO ATTEND THE TEAM STUDY TOUR? 

 

 

 

WHAT DO YOU HOPE TO ACHIEVE FROM THE TEAM STUDY TOUR? 

 

 

 

WHAT IS YOUR LEVEL OF KNOWLEDGE OF INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS? 

 

 

 

WHAT ARE YOUR MAIN AREAS OF INTEREST? 
 
 
 

 

 

WHAT QUESTIONS ABOUT INTERNATIONAL ISSUES WOULD YOU LIKE ANSWERED ON THE STUDY TOUR? 
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SIGNATURE: 
 

DATE: 
 
 

 
 

“Data provided by participants will only be stored and kept on the computer of the Study Tour Organiser and will not be shared with any 
other organisations or entities”. 

'By submitting this application form, you consent to all personal data included being used for the purposes of organising the study tour and 
all visits and events during he study tour'. 

Do you consent that the photos of you taken during the study tour can be used for publicity purpose after the study tour? 
Yes/No. (Delete as appropriate). 

 
Do you want to receive information on TEAMGlobal activities via e-mail after the study tour? 

Yes/No. (Delete as appropriate). 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


